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For such a purpose, however, it is by no means the equal of Professor 
Stevens's Teaching of Jesus, which was recently published (see Biblical 
World, March, 1902, pp. 229-31). 

Alfred Williams Anthony. 
Cobb Divinity School, 
Lewiston, Me. 

The Early Church. Its History and Literature. By Professor 
James Orr, M.A., D.D., United Free Church College, Glas- 
gow. [Christian Study Manuals.] New York : A. C. 
Armstrong & Son, 1901. Pp. 146. S0.60. 

This book, though small, contains a large amount of information. 
It reflects everywhere the solid learning of the author and his large 
acquaintance with the ante-Nicene period of Christian history. It is 
not a compilation from the larger works, but is based upon the sources. 
The matter is condensed, the treatment is original, and the style is for 
the most part clear ; all of which are essential features of any useful 
manual. 

Yet it can hardly be said that Professor Orr has done an ideal piece of 
work. The book presupposes on the part of its intended readers a larger 
knowledge of the facts of early church history than they can be expected 
to possess. The information which a beginner should derive from a 
manual is here so largely taken for granted that such a one would find 
himself often at a loss ; while those who are prepared to use the work 
easily would desire a larger and more detailed study. This is true, not 
only for the reason suggested, but also because of the technical lan- 
guage which is frequently used, and the general theological atmosphere 
of the book. That Professor Orr is a theologian rather than a histo- 
rian is easily seen. 

The history not infrequently receives inadequate treatment. In 
chap. 3, on "Gentile Christianity: Nero to Domitian, 64-96 A. D.," 
about one-fourth of the space is given to a discussion of the catacombs. 
The lifeoi the churches during the time of "the Apostolic Fathers" is 
scarcely mentioned. In chap. 2, on " The Apostolic Age and Later 
Jewish Christianity," the Didache is treated as a source for the apos- 
tolic age, though dated by the writer about 100 A. D. This can hardly 
be called a discriminating use of sources, since it is employed for a 
period some years previous to its date. He mixes up references to the 
Didache with references from Acts, Corinthians, Ephesians, Philippians, 
Colossians, and Timothy, but without any desire to deviate from the 
traditional opinion concerning their date. 
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Too large a proportion of the discussion is devoted to the litera- 
ture. With some points of detail the individual critic may disagree. 
For example, the Diatessaron is dated about 150 A. D. (p. 65), and 
the Essenes are declared to be of more importance for the history of 
the church than either the Sadducees or Pharisees (p. 4). 

J. W. Bailey. 
The University of Chicago. 



The Old Testament and the New Scholarship. By John P. Peters, 
Ph.D., D.D., Rector of St. Michael's Church, New York. 
London: Methuen & Co., 1901. Pp. 328. $1.50. 

This volume deserves a wide circulation and repeated reading. It 
supplies a large amount of information greatly needed among the 
people, who hear much confusing talk about modern scholarship and 
higher criticism, but who take no pains to inform themselves upon the 
facts and the real issues of the modern critical study of the Bible. 
The author is well known among biblical scholars, was for a time pro- 
fessor in the University of Pennsylvania, and was in charge of the 
expedition sent out by that university in 1888 to conduct explorations 
in Babylonia. This volume forms one of an extensive series known as 
"The Churchman's Library." It is a compilation of sundry papers on 
a variety of biblical topics, some of which have already appeared in 
other forms. The fifteen chapters are arranged in four parts, headed : 
(1) "The Fundamental Doctrine of the Bible;" (2) "Evolution and 
the Bible;" (3) "The Book of Psalms;" (4) "Archaeology and the 
Bible." The contents cover a wide range of matters of sterling inter- 
est, and yet, as a whole, give the impression of a miscellaneous collec- 
tion of essays rather than that of a work of noticeable unity of purpose. 
But this feature does not detract from the real value of the book. 
Every chapter is filled with helpful presentations of various problems 
of Old Testament study, as they are handled by the most distinguished 
biblical scholars of our time. In the first chapter, after describing 
the arrangement of the Old Testament writings as they stand in the 
Jewish canon and in the Hebrew Bibles, the author points out how 
these same writings were rearranged in great part by the authors of 
the Greek and Latin versions, how they were given new names, and 
how they were set in what these old translators believed to be a more 
scientific form. He shows how this arrangement has been followed in 
our English Bible, and how "the higher criticism of the ancient 



